
I V A K E ,  A W A K E ,  F O R  N I C H T  I S  F L Y I N C
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A d v e n t  i s  a  t i m e  o f  w a i t i n g ,  h o P i n g ,
a w a i t  C h r i s t r s  c o m i n g  a t  C h r i s t m a s  a n d  i n
o f  e x c i t e m e n t  f e l t  b y  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  l s r a e l
o f  t h e  M e s s i a h .

J o p p' B  ' t r  ' 9  ' 9

a n d  e x p e c t i n g .  C h r i s t i a n s
the  fu tu re  w i th  the  same k ind

as they looked for  the coming

T h e  w o r d s  o f  t h i s  h y m n  g r e w  o u t  o f  t h e  J e w s r e x p e c t a t i o n  t h a t  t h e
M e s s i a h  w o u l d  a p p e a r  i n  t h e  t e m p l e  i n  J e r u s a l e m  ( o r  Z i o n  )  i n  t h e  d e a d  o f

n i g h t .  T h e  w a t c h m e n  o n  t h e  c i t y  w a l l s  a n d  s u r r o u n d i n g  h i l l s  w o u l d  b e

t h ;  f i r s t  t o  s e e  a n d  a n n o u n c e  h i s  a r r i v a l .  C h r i s t i a n s  b e l i e v e  t h a t  J e s u s

i s  t h e  M e s s i a h  a w a i t e d  b y  t h e  J e w s .

U s i n g  t h e  w o r d  p i c t u r e s  i n  J e s u s ' p a r a b l e  o f  t h e  w i s e  a n d  f o o l i s h

v i r g i n s  i n  t v t a t t h e w  2 5 : 1 - 1 3 ,  w e  a l s o  r e f e r  t o  J e s u s  a s  t h e  " B r i d e g r o o m "

w h o  c o m e s  s u d d e n l y  i n  t l ' r e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e  n i g h t ,  e x p e c t i n g  h i s  b r i d e  a n d

the  wedd  ing  par ty  to  be  ready  fo r  the  joy fu  I  ce remony  .  The  wa tchmer r

h e r a l d  h i s  c o r n i n g  a n d  t h e  n e e d  t o  b e  w a i t i n g  a n d  r e a d y .

R e m e m b e r i n g  C h r i s t r s  f  i r s t  c o m i n g  ,  w e  a w a i t  h i s  r e t u r n  (  w h e t h e r  i n

t h e  h e a r t  o f  t h e  b e l i e v e r ,  o r  i n  t h e  L o r d ' s  S u p p e r ,  o F  i n  h i s  f i n a l

v i c t o r y  o v e r  e v i l ) ,  n o t  w i t h  f e a r  b u t  w i t h  j o y .  l t  m a k e s  s e n s e ,  t h e n ,

f o r  u s  t o  s i n g  t h e s e  w o r d s  t o  a  t u n e  i n  a  b r i g h t  m a j o r  k e y .  W a c h e t  a u f

i s  p r in ted  in  
"mos t  

hymna ls  i r r  the  key  o f  C ,  bu t  Bachrs  harmon ' iTET ion- -

w a s  o r i g i r r a l l y  i n  t k r e  h i g h e r  k e y  o f  E  f l a t  m a j o r .

W a c h e t  a u f  i s  a  l o n g  t u n e ,  b u t  i t s  r e p e t i t i o n s  m a k e  i t  e a s y  t o  l e . a r n .

H e r e  E - T h e  t u n e ' s  , , m e t e i r r  s h o w i n g  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  s y l l a b l e s  i n  e a c h  l i n e :

8 .  9 .  8 .  8 .  9 .  8 .  6 .  6 .  4 .  B .  B .
a  b  _ a

S t a r t i n g  w i t h ' , a , ' ,  w r i t e  a  d i f f e r e n t  l e t t e r  u n d e r  e a c h  n u m b e r  w h e n e v e r  a

neur  p . i t  o f  the  tune  beg i r rs .  When a  par t  repea ts ,  use  the  same le t te r .
' v V h e r r  y o u  h a v e  f i n i s h e d ,  c i r c l e  t h e  g r o u p s _ o f  l e t t e r s  t h a t  i n d i c a t e  a

w h o l e  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  m e l o d y  i s  r e p e a l e d .  P u t  a  c h e c k  a b o v e  t h e  n u m b e r s

o f  t h e  t h r e e  l i n e s  t h a t  h a v e  t h i s  m e l o d y :

A  good  hymn tune  f  i t s  the  mood o f  the  words .  There  a re  many

l e a p s  o i 3 r d r  a n d  4 t h s  u p w a r d  a n d  d o w n w a r d  i n  t h i s  m e l o d y ,  E S  w e l l  a s

a s c e n d i n g  a n d  d e s c e n d i n q  s c a l e s .  P e r h a p s  t h e y  s u g g e s t  o u r  r e a c h i n g

o u t  t o  g i e e t  t h e  c o r n i n g  S a v i o r  a n d  C o d t s  c o m i n g  i n  C h r i s t  t o  m e e t  u s .

T h i s  h y m n  t u n e ,  k n o w n  a s  t h e  ' r  K i n g  o f  C h o r a l e s  , r t  w a s  h a r m o n i z e d

b y  J o h a n n  S e b a s t i a n  B a c h ,  w h o  a l s o  u s e d  i t  a s  t h e  b a s i s  f o r  C ' a n t a t a  N o .

1 4 0 .  O n e  o f  t h e  w o n d e r f u l  t h i n g s  a b o u t  B a c h ' s  n t u s i c  i s  t h e  b a s s  l i n e .

H a v e  s o m e o n e  p l a y  t h e  b a s s  l i n e  o f  W a c h e t  a u f  o n  a  c e l l o ,  b a s s o o n ,  o r

other  low inst rument ,  and the fun oT-s-r r r - f f iTng tV/ake,  Awakerrwi l l  be

d o u b l e d  !
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Choristcrs Guitd gives permission to duplicote this poge only, in whotever quontity is necessary to meet the needs of your cholrs'
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